
The Dance
02.43
An animation film, based on the cups 
made by Madhvi Subrahmanian for 
the installation ‘Ode to the Unknown’. 
The installation pays homage to the 
anonymous labourer in colonial Singapore.

Artist: Madhvi Subrahmanian
Film-makers: Madhvi 
Subrahmanian, Lea Vidakovic
Music: Srimallya Maitra

Living Treasures: 
Masters of Australian 
Craft \ Prue Venables
03.50
Prue Venables’ sculptural ceramics 
possess clarity, luminosity and a quiet 
beauty. Filmed at Prue’s studio in Victoria, 
this documentary film offers a glimpse 
into the work and practice of one of 
Australia’s most highly accomplished 
potters. Prue Venables is the ninth artist 
in the Australian Design Centre’s ADC On 
Tour exhibition series ‘Living Treasures: 
Masters of Australian Craft’.

Artist: Prue Venables
Producer: Australian Design Centre
Film-maker: Angus Lee Forbes
Music: Elena Kats-Chernin
The film was made to accompany 
the ADC On Tour exhibition ‘Living 
Treasures: Masters of Australian Craft\ 
Prue Venables’ on tour nationally 
in Australia from 2019-2022.

uBuhle boKhokho
01.35
The central role of hair to African 
womanhood is the inspiration behind 
South African ceramic artist Zizipho 
Poswa’s 2022 solo exhibition, uBuhle 
boKhokho (Beauty of Our Ancestors). 
In this walkthrough of the exhibition at 
Southern Guild gallery in Cape Town, the 
artist talks about exploring her own story 
as a Xhosa woman through the making 
of her monumental ceramic and bronze 
sculptures.

Artist: Zizipho Poswa
Film: Bill Chen/New Perspective Pictures
Courtesy of Southern Guild 
and BMW South Africa.

Ernabella Arts Studio
03.50
2023 is the 20th anniversary of the 
ceramic studio at Ernabella Arts. 
Established in 1948, Ernabella Arts is 
Australia’s oldest, continuously running 
Indigenous Art Centre. Ernabella Arts is 
in the Pukatja Community in the far north 
west of South Australia. Artists work 
on both hand-built and wheel thrown 

vessels. The sgraffito design technique 
enables them to tell their stories of Law, 
Culture and connection to Country. Alison 
Milyka Carroll, Chairperson of Ernabella 
Arts talks about the history and future of 
Ernabella Arts.

Director: Oliver Nasht
Producer: Ernabella Arts inc. with 
assistance from Australian Government 
Indigenous Visual Arts Support program.

Lives of Clay 2
02.08
Clay is universal and can be transformed 
into something that carries meaning or 
purpose by simple means. Bharatanatyam 
(Indian classical dance) is nuanced, 
detailed, dynamic and highly expressive. 
Together, the two mediums offer a 
rich palette with which to perform and 
tell stories.

Artist: Vidya Thirunarayan
Director (film): Zoe Manders
Concept: Vidya Thirunarayan
Director (theatre): Tim Supple 
Choreographer: Debbie Fionn Barr 
Dramaturgy: Katie Ebner-Landy 
Performers: Vidya Thirunarayan, 
Lee Hart and Barry Ganberg
Music: K.S. Bhavani Shankar
Artistic director: The Clay Connection 
Studio production support: Art Asia, 
Farnham Maltings, Arts Council England

When the inside is outside 
and under is above
03.24
Over five intense days 2.5 tonnes of 
clay came to life in October 2022 at 
Boola Bardip / WA Museum in Perth. 
Revisit this captivating performance 
with Singaporean artist Jason Lim as 
he created a large-scale ephemeral 
installation. The performance was an 
Indian Ocean Craft Triennial project which 
continues to link Australian audiences to 
the cultures, traditions, knowledge, and 
skills of its regional neighbours.

Artist: Jason Lim
Assistants: Robbie Kerr, Lee Woodcock 
Periscope Pictures: Sam 
Field and Alice Woolfe
Supported by the Department of Local 
Government and Cultural Industries, WA 
Museum, Midland Brick and the Ceramic 
Arts Association of Western Australia. 
www.indianoceancrafttriennial.com

Confluence
07.10
‘I met Warrick Palmateer while surfing a 
local break together in Yanchep. He had 
heard about my ‘Yanchep’ exhibition 
and couldn’t make it to the screening 
but managed to watch it online after it’s 

special edition
Maker & Smith are delighted to present 
a special edition of the Makers’ Film 
Festival (MFF23) for the Indian Ceramics 
Triennale. The 12 short films from 5 
countries are compiled in a one-hour 
program, with films ranging in duration from 
one to ten minutes.

The ceramicists showcased within these 
moving picture stories muse on the 
sustainable use of materials, express 
their cultural heritage, explore social and 
political change, and also make us smile.

CRAFT ON THE BIG SCREEN
The film-making and story-telling 
approaches are as varied as the ceramics 
practices presented. The films uncover 
traditions, skills, and consequences in a 
glorious survey of clay object making.

Makers wrangle with their creative 
process, traditions, materials, and tools 
to produce a form that is as individual as 
they are. These handmade pieces carry 
the mark of their maker. They are imbued 
with humankind.

Craft, seen on the big screen, allows us 
to focus our attention on how we interact 
with crafted objects.

For Makers’ Film Festival tour dates and 
venues, visit makerandsmith.com.au

Andrew Burton: 
The Orangery Urns
09.39
Andrew Burton was commissioned to 
create works responding to Gibside, 
a National Trust property close to 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne in England. 
Burton’s response involved the creation 
of nine huge ceramic vessels and group of 
brightly glazed birds; each made and fired 
in his studio in Newcastle.

Artist: Andrew Burton
Director: Gary Malkin, Sarah Bouttell 
Commissioner: Mapping Contemporary 
Art in the Heritage Experience
Funder: Arts and Humanities Research 
Council in partnership with Newcastle 
and Leeds Universities (UK).



release. Turns out he was taking some 
time out this year to create a huge body 
of clay work inspired by the Yanchep 
coastline and more specifically the top 
down perspective I had captured through 
aerial imagery. We got chatting about 
ideas and inspiration, he mentioned 
he may want me to work on a film to 
accompany his artwork. Time went on and 
this idea soon became a reality.

Warrick started work on his pieces at 
Brikmakers, a ginormous, hard to grasp 
scale of a factory where millions of bricks 
are made every year. It was the only place 
with a kiln big enough to fire his huge 
pots. It took a few months of testing and 
preparation before Warrick was ready for 
me to start gathering some footage.’

Artist: Warrick Palmateer
Film-maker + Editor: Matthew Bettinaglio

Upla – Rituals of 
the Everyday
03.12
Pivotal to village life in Madhya Pradesh 
in Central India is the mundane and daily 
act of making cow dung cakes and drying 
them in neat rows on a wall; a woman’s 
role that is generally taken for granted. 
This daily ritual feeds into a sustainable 
life of making and consuming. The cakes 
are spent daily in cooking or ritualistic fire.

In contrast, ceramic artist Madhvi 
Subrahmanian observes that the marks 
she makes in soft clay, when submitted 
to fire, become permanent and defy 
the test of time lasting indefinitely into 
the future. She honours the everyday 
ritual by immortalising a cow dung 
maker’s hand in fine porcelain and in 
the repetitive process creates a glimpse 
into an enduring tradition and the 
crucial role women play, while trying to 
understand the ever-present dichotomies 
in Indian society.

Artist: Madhvi Subrahmanian
Acknowledgements: The unknown 
woman who made the original cow 
dung cake for the mould in a village 
in Madhya Pradesh, India.
Film: Art ICHOL and Madhvi Subrahmanian.
The film was made for IOTA21: Indian 
Ocean Craft Triennial (Perth, Australia) 
about the creation of installation Upla.

Andile Dyalvane – iThongo
07.16
iThongo means ‘dreamscape’ in the 
Xhosa language. It refers to the medium 
through which messages – uYalezo 

– are transmitted from the ancestors.
Cape Town based ceramic artist Andile
Dyalvane explains the importance of
channelling uYalezo as he sets to work in
his studio.

Comprising 23 sculptural stools, chairs 
and benches ‘iThongo’ is Dyalvane’s 
fourth solo exhibition. We learn how 
the work honours his ancestors and 
represents a healing force from which 
we can all receive something. We follow 
Dyalvane as he takes the stools to his 
rural homestead in Ngobozana, Eastern 
Cape, where his family and extended 
community had the opportunity to 
experience the works for two days before 
it was shown at galleries Southern Guild 
in Cape Town (December 2020), and 
Friedman Benda in New York (April 2021).

Artist: Andile Dyalvane
Producer: Kelly Berman
Photographer: Adriaan Louw
Videographer: Marius van Rensburg
Music composed + performed: 
Mntana.WeXhwele
Supported by Southern Guild, 
Friedman Benda and BMW

2 faces of fire
06.22
Woodfire potter Daniel Lafferty always 
believed fire was a friend until the Black 
Summer bushfires destroyed his studio 
and devastated the Cobargo community. 
Daniel Lafferty throws one split log after 
another into his kiln until it becomes 
unbearable to stand near the small 
opening.

Artist: Daniel Lafferty
Producer, film, sound, and 
editor: Vanessa Milton.
Vanessa is a Features Reporter with ABC 
South East NSW, based in Bega. She 
produces stories for local and national 
radio, online and TV in collaboration with 
communities on the far south coast, Monaro 
and alpine regions in south eastern NSW.

The Handmade Table
04.46
The handmade table is a phrase that 
encompasses the celebratory, a gathering 
of people eating and sharing food, 
stopping for a while, in the midst of busy 
noisy lives and taking pleasure in simple 
things. Handmade bowls, live music, 
and good food.

Artist + Creative Director + 
Concept: Shannon Garson
Camera + Editor: Alieta Belle

Makers’ Film festival is produced by Maker & Smith
Post Production: Steve Alyian
Brand Design: Isabel Kruger
Website: Orla Larkin
Graphic Design: Christopher Young

The Makers’ Film Festival was produced on Noongar country in the 
south-west of Western Australia. Producers Maker & Smith respect and 
acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands, waters and skies 
where we enjoy good living today in Australia – in particular the Whadjuk 
and Pibelmen peoples of the Noongar Nation. We respect their culture 
and the continuing contribution they make to the vitality of this region.

Submit your film for the next makers’ film festival: 
www.makerandsmith.com.au/makers-film-festival




